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Iowa State Acacian’s Focus on Philanthropy 
 

Iowa State chapter members of Acacia Fraternity continue to 
have an influence in the community of Ames through human 
service. Brothers dedicated their time and energy participating 
in a variety of community service opportunities and 
philanthropies. Here is an overview of the many human 
service events your Acacia Brothers supported throughout the 
Spring semester. 
 
On Monday January 21st, 2013, 12 brothers spent the 
afternoon of their day off volunteering in celebration of Martin 
Luther King Junior Day. Hosted by the Volunteer Center of 
Story County, brothers had several options of community 
service opportunities such as: processing donations at the 
Ames Goodwill, making care packages for the Assault Care 
Center Extending Shelter and Support (ACCESS) and 
participating in ACCESS shelter upkeep.  Brothers were given 
the liberty to choose a community service opportunity which 
best suited their preferences.  

 
The picture shown above includes members of Acacia and the 
Volunteer Center of Story County after a successful afternoon 
making care packages for ACCESS.  The members of Acacia 
include (left to right) Wicitra Mahotama, Joe Webb, Tanner 
Jaeger, Tom McGee, Drew Sherman, and Preston Waymire. 
 
Later the same week, on Saturday January 26th, 2013, 9 
members stayed on their feet for 15 hours straight during Iowa 
State’s largest student run philanthropic event, Dance 
Marathon. To participate in this event, each “dancer” must 

raise a minimum of $250. For 15 years, Dance Marathon has 
donated financial and emotional support to children with life 
threatening illnesses. All the money raised goes to the 
University of Iowa Children’s Hospital via the Children’s 
Miracle Network.  

 
The picture shown above features Brother Jackson Griffith 
(top row, second from the right) and his Moral Team, Team 
Bat. 
 
On Saturday February 16th, 2013, 6 members participated in 
the Emergency Rescue Project (ERP) re-flooring service 
project hosted by the United Methodist Church and Wesley 
Foundation. Brothers installed linoleum tiles to replace the old 
carpet in the children’s play room. Due to their efficiency, 
they accomplished one of the ERP’s spring cleaning projects: 
cleaning out the garage. ERP’s garage at the time was used as 
storage for unused bed frames, couches, dressers, lawn 
vehicles, bicycles, and other miscellaneous household items. 
Filled from floor to ceiling with stuff, our men organized the 
garage. 
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The picture shown above is of the Brothers (left to right) 
Wicitra Mahotama, William “Billy” Dyke, Jordan Griffing, 
Jackson Griffith, and David Gardner  (Brother Drew Sherman 
is taking the picture) as they prepare to leave the chapter house 
for the ERP flooring project. 
 

 
The picture shown above shows the Brothers installing a 
linoleum floor in the children’s playroom at the Emergency 
Rescue Project. 
 
After completing the flooring installation project, the Brothers 
moved on to organizing the ERP’s storage garage.   This is a 
picture Drew Sherman working hard to complete the 
organization project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the Saturday morning of Mother’s Weekend, Acacians and 
their mothers volunteered at Harmony Clothing Closet in 
Nevada, Iowa. Harmony Clothing Closet is a program 

developed by the Memorial Lutheran Church of Nevada, Iowa 
that distributes donated clothing to people in need in Story 
County and the surrounding area.  Each year, Harmony 
Clothing Closet receives, on average, 75,000 donated clothing 
items and helps 12,000 people. Mothers and sons volunteered 
their morning sorting and organizing donations. 
 
 
The above picture is of Tanner Jaeger and his mother, Kelly, 
sorting donation at the Harmony Clothing Closet. 
 
From 7:00 pm on March 8th until 7:00 am March 9th, several 
members of Team Acacia dedicated their time to fight back 
against cancer during the Iowa State University’s relay from 
Life.  The members of the chapter were able to raise $750 for 
the American Cancer Society during this event. 
 
On March 10th, Acacia Fraternity, Alpha Gamma Delta, and 
Sigma Chi teamed up to clean a stretch of Highway 30.  
Acacia’s Greek Week pairing decided to Adopt-a-Highway for 
our Greek Week community service event.  The Acacia 
Brothers and their Greek partners braved the cold weather to 

pick up litter and improve the look of the highway near Ames. 
 
 
This picture shows Brother Joe Webb “enjoying” his time 
picking up litter with Brothers Tom McGee and Carlton Stripe 
“supervising” in the background.  
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In a sure sign of their questionable sanity, Acacia Brothers 
Tyler Zylstra and Colten Fales jump into the frigid Lake 
Laverne to support the Sepcial Olympics of Iowa during the 
Polar Bear Plunge.  Seventeen members raised a total of $920 
for the Special Olympics of Iowa. 
 
Members of Acacia Fraternity also built a Little Free Library.  
A Little Free Library is essentially a mailbox for books that 
are installed in neighborhoods.  Children are free to take a 
book from a Little Free Library as long as they replace it with 
another book. 
 

Little Free Libraries are built and installed to promote literacy 
and the love of reading.  The goal of Little Free Libraries is to 
build a sense of community as we share sills, creativity and 
wisdom across generations.  The Little Free Library project 
was organi8zed by Kathryn Wirth from the First National 
Bank in celebration of the Ames Literacy Festival.  Members 
of Acacia Fraternity built the Little Free Library shown in the 
picture below. 
 
To conclude Acacia Fraternity’s semester of Human Service, 
our chapter received the 2013 Youth Volunteer Award on 
April 29th, 2013. The 2013 Youth Volunteer Award is an 
award given out to groups and individuals who have shown 
amazing volunteer commitments in Story County. The groups 
and individuals were nominated and chosen to be recognized 
for their commendable efforts and service to their 
communities. Acacia Fraternity was nominated by FreeStore. 
FreeStore is a central Iowa non-profit organization with 
volunteers who collect furniture and household goods from the 
Des Moines metro area. Acacia Fraternity helps FreeStore 
move furniture into clients’ new households in the Ames 
community and surrounding area.   Brothers Wicitra 
Mahotama and Tom McGee are in the back row of the 
photograph. 
 
 
 
 

Acacian’s Recognized for Excellence at Spring, 2013 
Scholarship Luncheon 

 
Twice a year, the Corporate Board hosts a luncheon for all alumni, active 
chapter members and their parents to recognize award certificates to members 
of the chapter and alumni for excellence in academics, chapter leadership and 

alumni support.  As has become typical for our chapter, some 75% 
of the alumni members earned scholarships for their outstanding 
academic achievements for the fall, 2012 semester.  Each chapter 
member who earns a 3.00 grade point or higher receives a $200 
scholarship from the board to be used to help pay their tuition in the 
Spring, 2013 semester.   
 
Shown here are a few of the Brothers who earned the $200 
scholarship based on their academic results for the Fall, 2012 
semester.  Approximately 75% of the chapter members earned this 
scholarship for the fall semester. 
 
 

At the 
scholarship 

luncheon, 
Brother 

Lowell B. 
Johnson 

#426 was 
recognized 

for his years 
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of service and support of the chapter with a Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of the active chapter and Corporate Board. 
 
For many years, Lowell has provided support for the scholarship program of the chapter and just this past winter, he provided the 
funds necessary to refinish the hardwood floors on the main level of the chapter house.  Lowell’s unselfish support and dedication to 
the principles and ideals of Acacia serves an outstanding example and role model for the men who are currently active members of the 
chapter.   
 
Congratulations to Brother Johnson for this well-earned award! 
 
 

On April 28, 2013, the International Council of Acacia Fraternity awarded 
Brother Derek Robison the Order of Pythagoras for his efforts “above and 
beyond the ordinary call of duty” by an Acacian.  This recognition was 
presented to Brother Robison at our Spring Scholarship Luncheon. The 
following paragraphs summarize his nomination that was submitted to the 
International Council by current Venerable Dean Tom McGee and Chapter 
Advisor Jeremy Davis: 
 
During his time as an undergraduate, Brother Robison has served the chapter 
as Senior Dean and most-recently as Venerable Dean.  As Senior Dean, he 
updated the chapter’s new member education program to effectively integrate 
the concepts of Cornerstones, but more specifically by adding a weekly 
reflective component to the program.  This allowed for the pledge members to 

share their thoughts regarding Acacia, college, and life-in-general.  Through this process, it allowed the chapter to more effectively 
address the needs to the new members as they progressed through the new member education process. 
 
As Venerable Dean, Derek led the chapter effectively by listening, reflecting, and being decisive in his decisions.  Through his efforts, 
he earned the respect of the Chapter and helped to advance the chapter’s reputation on the campus at Iowa State.  As a leader, Derek 
learned early-on as Venerable Dean that in order to be effective, delegation would be a critical component to his success.   
 
Although Brother Robison effectively served the chapter in two prominent leadership roles; he most notably will be remembered for 
his “lead-by-example” approach that he has exhibited during the past four years.  If there was a project to be done, yard work to be 
completed, or a volunteer needed to help with a philanthropic endeavor; Derek was one of the first to always step-up and volunteer.  
By leading the way, Derek showed the members of the chapter what it truly means to put service above self. 
 
In addition to his involvement with Acacia, he has also been active on-campus and with his academic major—Elementary Education.  
In the State of Iowa, there is professional state-wide organization for K-12 educators known as the Iowa State Education Association 
(ISEA).  Last year, Derek was elected to serve as ISEA’s student program chair.   
 
The Acacians Board of Directors and the Brothers of the undergraduate chapter congratulate Brother Derek Robison on his 
achievements as an undergraduate and wish him the best as he begins his career in elementary education at the Roland-Story School 
District here in Iowa. 
 

As many of our alumni know, Iowa State Acacian Michael S. Weber - #1038 was recently appointed to 
the fraternity’s headquarters staff as Director of Expansion and Recruitment.  When he was an 
undergraduate member of the chapter, Mike served as the chapters Venerable Dean, Secretary, Chaplain, 
and Junior Steward.  He also served in the Government of the Student Body as Speaker and Vice-
Speaker of the Student Senate, and was recognized with the Above and Beyond Award by ISU’s Vice-
President of Student Affairs.   
 
Within Acacia, Mike was awarded the 2011 Roy C. Clark Award, the Order of Pythagoras Award, and 
the George F. Patterson, Jr. Scholarship. 
 
Mike graduated from Iowa State University in May, 2011 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Family, 
Finance, Housing and Policy.  Congratulations on your appointment to the Headquarters staff! 
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Four Acacian’s Inducted into the Cardinal Key Honorary 
 
This past spring four brothers were initiated into Cardinal 
Key. Cardinal Key was founded at Iowa State in 1926 and is 
Iowa State's most selective honorary. Membership is limited 
to one third of one percent of the junior class and one half of 
one percent of the senior class. Selection is based on a 
student's ability to display the four cardinal virtues: leadership, 
service, scholarship, and character. The four brothers initiated 
were Michael Hoefer, Andrew Doherty, Tom McGee, and 
Benjamin Schneider. These four men have been involved with 
activities all around campus and have made a significant 
impact on the Ames community. 
 
In addition to initiation, brothers Andrew Doherty and Tom 
McGee were elected as the Secretary and Vice President of 
Ceremonies of Cardinal Key for 2013-2014. Also, Brother 
Tom McGee was awarded the Outstanding Senior Award and 
scholarship for Cardinal Key initiates. 
  
Michael Hoefer is a sophomore studying Industrial 
Engineering. Michael has served as the Freshman Council 
President, Government of the Student Body Senator and will 
be this year's Government of the Student Body Director of 
Student Affairs. 

Andrew Doherty is a junior studying Dietetics. Andrew has 
served as the Recruitment Chair, Executive Dean and is the 
current Scholarship Chair of our chapter. He has also been 
active as the President of the SHOP (an on campus food 
pantry), serving at the Knoll and volunteering as an 
ambassador to the College of Human Sciences and at Kate-
Mitchell Elementary School. 
  
Tom McGee is a junior studying Industrial Engineering. Tom 
has served as the Recruitment Chair, Brotherhood Chair and is 
the current Venerable Dean of our chapter. He has also been 
active as the Vice President of Scholarship for the 
Interfraternity Council and the Senior Visitation Co-Chair or 
Engineers' Week. He has also been active volunteering with 
the Access Shelter, FreeStore and Dance Marathon. 
  
Ben Schneider is a senior studying Animal Ecology. Ben was 
recently commissioned into the United States as a 2nd 
Lieutenant. Ben has served as Acacia's Athletics Chair and has 
also been involved with Iowa State's Army ROTC, most 
recently as the Cyclone Battalion's Operations Officer. Ben 
also founded Iowa State's first hunting club. 

 

 
 

ISU Acacia Alumni Gather in Arizona 
 
For fifty-one years since they graduated from Iowa State, an intrepid and dedicated group of Iowa State Acacians have shared an 
annual “letter” in which they shared the events of that year with their Brothers from the Fraternity.  At Christmas each year, these 
Brothers have all sent in their individual letters to a designated Brother who compiled the various letters and then mailed the finished 
product out to all of the Brothers within their group.  The original group included just the 1958 pledge class, but over the years it has 
grown to include a considerable number of other Brothers from other years as well. 
 
This past March, a group of these alumni and their wives gathered in the “Valley of the Sun” in Arizona to visit, renew friendships and 
spend time enjoying each other’s company.  
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The Acacia Brothers shown in this photo are (back row, left to right) Dick Cone, Larry McComber, Larry Wogahn, Neil Woodley, 
John McDonald and Jim Davis.  In the front row (left to right) are Larry Fellow, Dale W. Weber, Walter (Wally) Kolbe, and Bruce 
Campbell. 
 
Plans are already in place for next year’s reunion.  It will be hosted by Dick and Jan Cone at their winter home in Fountain Hills, 
Arizona.  The date is tentatively set for March 26, 2014.  If you are interested in attending the event in 2014, please contact Dick Cone 
by e-mailing him at dickcone@me.com.
 
 

 
Iowa State Acacian, Dale W. Weber - #436, Receives Dan 

Poling Service Award from Oregon State University 
 
Iowa State Acacian, Dale W. Weber - #436 was recently honored by the Oregon State Alumni Association for his many years of 
services to the University and all of his work in the Animal Sciences Department at Oregon State.  What follows is the official 
announcement that accompanied the presentation of the award to Brother Weber. 
 
Professor Emeritus Dale Weber joined the Department of Animal Sciences in 1976 and serves as an outstanding teacher and advisor 
for 22 years.  Among other innovations, he instituted a self-learning center, helped launch the Steer-a-year program, and led the 
formation of the college’s internship support program.  He serves as president of the National Association of Colleges and Teachers of 
Agriculture, which names him the outstanding teacher in the western region in 1982.  In 1995, he received the American Society of 
Animal Science Distinguished Teacher Award.  He was honored as a 2003 Diamond Pioneer by the College of Agricultural Sciences.  
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Since his retirement, “Doc” has continued to teach classes, counsel students, and volunteer thousands of hours to the university and 
community.  He and his wife, May Jane, live in Corvallis. 
 
Congratulations to Brother Weber for this well deserved award! 
 

Iowa State Acacian Sam Behrens Completes Term on ISU 
Alumni Association Board of Directors 

 
Sam has been involved with Student 
Alumni Leadership Council for three 
years — he was an Ambassadors 
Committee member, co-chair for the 
Ambassadors Committee, and 
President of the council as well. 
SALC is a student leadership 
organization run through the Alumni 
Association, and the organization 
strives to give students the best Iowa 
State experience possible while 
working to connect them to the Iowa 

State University Alumni Association. For the past school year, 
Sam acted as the President of the Student Alumni Leadership 
Council. He oversaw the meetings and programs of all five 
committees that are a part of SALC and worked with the 
advisor to ensure the success of our events and programs. 
 
As a part of being SALC President, Sam was appointed as a 
full member of the Iowa State University Alumni Association 
Board of Directors (not the Foundation BoD) for the 2012-
2013 academic year. In the spring of 2012, he met with Jeff 
Johnson; the President/CEO of the Alumni Association, and 

during his orientation, Jeff filled him in on everything that the 
Board does and the goals of the Alumni Association. In a 
nutshell, the Alumni Association works “to facilitate the 
lifetime connection of alumni, students, and friends with Iowa 
State University and each other.” As the only student member 
of the Board, Sam acted as the voice for Iowa State’s student 
body, and worked to connect students to the Alumni 
Association.  
 
In addition to being a full member of the Board, Sam also had 
the privilege to be on one of the Board’s task forces, the 
Alumni Center Oversight committee. Task force committees 
meet outside of four Board meetings held throughout the year. 
They are delegated with more specific tasks to ensure that all 
of the endeavors of the Board, Alumni Association, and 
Alumni Center exceed past successes. Sam said that overall, 
his experience on the Alumni Association Board of Directors 
has been a phenomenal experience, especially as a student. As 
he prepared for his last meeting with the Board at the end of 
May, he could not help but look back and be thankful for 
everything that my time as a member taught him, and he is 
excited take what he have learned and move forward with life! 

 

 
 

Trenton Nortman - #1000 
2213 Wilhelmina Circle 

Las Vegas, Nevada          89128-3117 
 
Brother Trenton Norman came to Iowa State in the fall of 2002 and 
joined Acacia as a pledge in the fall pledge class. Trenton has many 
great memories of Acacia, activities both inside and outside the 
house with his brothers. “My favorite memories are just the time 
spent throwing a nerf football in the hallway with the guys and just 
talking for hours.” He majored in Political Science, earning his 
undergraduate degree in the spring of 2006. After ISU, Trenton went 
to the University of Iowa to study law, earning his Juris Doctor. 
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Trenton’s first job after college was as a First Lieutenant in the US Air Force in the Judge Advocate General's Corps, or JAG at Nellis 
Air Force Base in Las Vegas, NV. He served as an assistant staff judge advocate and enjoyed it thoroughly. Trenton worked as a 
prosecutor for courts-martial and advisor to various commanders on issues related to military justice. He also wrote legal reviews on a 
variety of administrative issues. Trenton finds the closest thing to equate the position to is a DA and in-house counsel. 
 
He later became the Area Defense Counsel (ADC) at Nellis AFB and still serves in this position and lives in Las Vegas. In this job, 
Trenton defends Airman from Nellis AFB and Creech AFB on a wide array of administrative and criminal matters. He travels to Air 
Force bases located throughout California, Nevada, Utah and Arizona defending Airman in court martial proceedings if there is a 
conflict with their local ADC. Trenton is the equivalent of a public defender with a wider area of practice. “I love fighting for the 
rights of Airman,” says Trenton.  
 
Trenton is engaged and he and his fiancée Ashley will be married in late September in Cedar Rapids, IA. Ashley is a new 1st 
Lieutenant in the Air Force stationed at Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  
 
When asked how Acacia has affected his professional and personal life, Trenton replies, “Acacia, through my brothers, has created a 
great network of friends in a multitude of fields. They have provided a great example to me on how to be successful and still maintain 
a good work/life balance. Additionally, Acacia’s dedication to service is something I will always continue in my life.” 
 
 

2013 Alumni Donations Move the Chapter Forward  
 

The contributions from our alumni are a vital contributor to the success of our chapter.  The money that our alumni so generously 
donate goes to support both renovations to the chapter house and to scholarships for the undergraduate members of the chapter.  These 
funds make a significant difference in the living conditions of the chapter house and in helping our undergraduate members meet the 
heavy financial burden placed on students attending Iowa State University. 
 
This summer, the Board is having the kitchen on main floor completely renovated with new cabinets, countertop and the installation of 
a commercial dishwashing system.  This project will be started in July and completed right before the beginning of the fall semester so 
that the men of the chapter can enjoy a completely renovated kitchen for the next academic year.  Contributions made by our alumni 
and savings accumulated by the Board over a number a years are being combined to make this project a reality.  A full write up and 
pictures of the renovated kitchen will be featured in the August newsletter. 

 
 
 

Capital  Improvements Fund 
 
 

 

$ 1,525 Contributed in 2013 by Iowa State Acacians 
 

The table that is shown lists those Brothers and 
friends who have made contributions to the new 
chapter house fund drive in 2013.   Please accept our 
grateful thanks for your generosity! 
 

----------  Alumni Contributors in 2013  ---------- 
 
Chapter Partner   ($   1,000  - $ 2,499) 
David H. Fifield - #671 
 

Bronze Partner   ($      100  - $     499) 
William G. Pearcy - #420 
Lynn R. Pendry - #469 
James M. Hanson - #533 
Lee R. Chrstensen - #601 
 
Spirit Partner   ($        1 - $          99) 
Kenneth L. MacRae - #427 
Walter R. Kolbe - #527 
Ray E. Gustafson - #712
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Scholarship Fund Donations in 2013 
 

 

$2,325 Contributed in 2013 by Iowa State Acacians 
 
The table that is shown lists those Brothers and friends 
who have made tax-deductible contributions to the chapter 
scholarship fund in 2013.   Please accept our grateful 
thanks for your generosity!  Your contributions provide 
vital support the academic efforts of your Brothers in our 
Chapter! 
 

----------  Alumni Contributors in 2013  ---------- 
 

Refounding Father    ($ 10,000  or more)  
 
Board of Directors Club  ($   5,000  - $ 9,999)  
 
Pythagorean Partner   ($   2,500  - $ 4,999) 
 
Chapter Partner   ($   1,000  - $ 2,499)   
Robert L. “Sam” Carstens - #354 
 
Gold Partner ($      750  - $    999) 
 
Silver Partner   ($      500  - $    749)  

 
Bronze Partner   ($      100  - $    499)  
William L. Neidig - #332 
Bernard J. Kolp - #466 
Lynn R. Pendry - #469 
Richard W. Taylor - #506 
James M. Hanson - #533 
Gary D. Harter - #538 
Jerry W. Crossett - #577 
Howard V. Speer - #606 
James E. Hunt - #628 
John W. Bridenstine - #752 
Bruce C. Wight - #770 
Stewart L. Burger 
 
Spirit Partner   ($           1 - $      99) 
Kenneth L. MacRae - #427 
Walter R. Kolbe - #527 
Ray E. Gustafson - #712 
 

 

In Memoriam 
 
We note with sadness the passing of three Brothers of our 
chapter.  Their individual contributions to the chapter, their 
families and the communities in which they lived will be 
remembered and treasured by those who had the good 
fortune to know and share the gifts provided by these 
Brothers.  We recognize and honor them in this section of 
the newsletter, and extend our condolences to their families. 
 

--------------- 
 
Charles Louis Dozois - #379, 88, of Greensburg, died Sunday 
afternoon, Jan. 20, 2013, at Hempfield Manor Nursing Home, 
where he had been undergoing physical therapy resulting from a 
recent hospital stay. He was born Oct. 16, 1924, in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, the son of the late Harold and Bertha Holtz 
Dozois.  
 
Prior to his retirement in 1989, he was a contracts and 
procurement specialist for the Bureau of Mines (US Department 
of Interior) in Washington, D.C. In that capacity, he oversaw 
procurement functions in the Bureau's offices located in Denver 
and Pittsburgh, as well as in Washington. He began his career in 
Tulsa, Okla., after graduating from Oklahoma University with a 
degree in engineering. When he was 18, he entered the service as 
a sailor and spent two semesters at Iowa State University where 

he joined Acacia Fraternity before the Navy transferred him to 
Oklahoma University to complete his officer training.  
 
After the war, he returned to Oklahoma University to complete 
his degree. Upon his discharge from the Navy, he joined the 
Naval Reserves and served in the rank of lieutenant commander 
up until his retirement. In 1989, he moved to Greensburg. While 
here, he joined Kiwanis, where he served as the organization's 
president for one term and as a district governor. He volunteered 
as a driver for Meals on Wheels for many years. He was a 
faithful member of the First Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), where he served as a deacon, chairman of the board and 
in other volunteer capacities. In addition to his volunteer 
activities, Charles was an avid golfer, a pursuit he enjoyed for 
most of his life.  
 
Charles is survived by his wife of almost 10 years, Phyllis Scott 
Dozois; four children, Dennis (Carolyn), of Yukon, Okla., 
Sandra (Chuck) of, Tulsa, Okla., Kathy, of Damascus, Md., and 
Peggy, of Olney, Md.; a sister, Helen Danielson, of Chicago; as 
well as many grandchildren, nieces and nephews.  
 

--------------- 
 
Hugo E. Mayer, Jr. - #441, PhD, age 88, retired engineer, 
statistician, operations research analyst and professor passed 
away February 14, 2013. Survivors include: wife Lillian, son 
Hugo III and wife Janell, granddaughter Sarah, all of Wichita. 
Hugo enlisted in the Marine Corps during W.W.II and received 
the Purple Heart. He was an Army officer during the Korean 
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War and served as a civilian during the Vietnam Conflict. Hugo 
was: a life member of the Institute of Industrial Engineers, 
member of the American Statistical Association, Sigma XI 
Honorary, Mensa International and Pine Valley Christian 
Church. 
 

--------------- 
 

Scott Lawrence Cahill - #945, born 
November 12, 1966; born into eternal 
life May 12, 2013. Scott died 
unexpectedly at Iowa Methodist West 
Hospital. He was the beloved husband 
of Susan Cahill, devoted father of 
Cassi, Emily and Sarah, and a loving 
son and brother.  
 
Scott was born in Mason City, IA, to 
Martin and Kathryn (Pint) Cahill. He 
attended Newman Catholic High 
School, receiving the Al Connor 

Outstanding Athlete Award in 1985, and graduated with a B.S. 
in Industrial Engineering from Iowa State University in 1990. 
 
Scott married Susan Betts in 1992 and they were blessed with 
three beautiful daughters; Cassi, 17, Emily, 14, and Sarah, 
eleven. He lived for his family, coaching all three girls in soccer, 
basketball and softball. Scott loved all sports, especially football 
and his beloved Vikings and Cyclones. But more than playing, 
Scott was a teacher and coach to his MAC softball youth team, 
The West Side Soul basketball team and the Maroon Athletic 
Club.  
 
Scott served his church and his community as a member of the 
Knights of Columbus and was named the 2009 Iowa Grand 
Knight of the Year. He served in a number of capacities in the 
founding and on-going service of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church, as well as Dowling Catholic High School. 
 
Scott was assistant vice president of Corporate Real Estate at the 
Principal Financial Group. He managed all of the company's 
facilities, including the recently announced major renovation of 
The Principal campus. Scott's contributions to the community 
included overseeing the construction of the $70 million Principal 
Riverwalk over the past eight years incorporating eight major 
amenities, including the iconic Iowa Women of Achievement 
pedestrian bridge, and improving downtown flood control in the 
process. Scott's children still call the Brenton Skating Plaza, 
"Dad's Rink" because of the special pride he took in that project.  
 
He served on the boards of directors of the Riverfront 
Development Authority, Heritage Carousel, Operation 
Downtown and the Greenbelt Advisory Committee. 
 
Scott was quietly effective in all his endeavors. He was a get-it-
done, kind, passionate, fun and loving person. He was a role 
model to his children and co-workers alike; equally at home 
making a major presentation to the City Council or board of 
directors in a business suit or coaching his girls wearing a 

sweatsuit. In truth, he preferred the sweats.  
 
He is survived by his wife Sue, daughters Cassi, Emily and 
Sarah, his brother Mark (Deb) Cahill of Minneapolis, sister Kim 
Cahill of Mason City, mother-in-law Darlene Betts of Mason 
City, brothers- in- law Mike (Renee) Betts of Mason City and 
Randi (Sue) Betts of Iowa City and their families. 
 

Active Chapter Report 
 

Thomas R. McGee, Venerable Dean  - ACACIA Fraternity 
138 Gray Avenue 

Ames, Iowa     50014 
Phone:     952-292-8394 

E-mail:  
Good Afternoon! 
 
I am excited to write to you once again after this spring 
semester. The men of Acacia were busy this semester as usual 
and there is much to mention in this update. 
 
This semester the chapter continued its expansion of human 
service efforts. The men have been participating in a number of 
volunteer activities including FreeStore, Dance Marathon, Adopt 
a Highway, GRIP mentoring and the Free Little Library. 
 
As a result of the chapters efforts in the community this semester 
and semesters past the chapter received the Youth Volunteer 
Award of Story County. This is the second time the chapter has 
received this award in the three years that it has been awarded. 
This time the chapter was given the award for its work with 
FreeStore. FreeStore is an organization that provides household 
items and furniture free of charge to women when they leave the 
Children and Families of Iowa's Donestic Violence Services. We 
help the organization by moving in families when they arrive at 
their new home. Since March of 2012 members have 
volunteered over 170 hours and moved over 35,000 pounds of 
furniture for 17 families. 
 
As always academics continue to be a priority for our chapter. 
Although the community grade report has not been released I 
expect good things this semester. Members continued to stay 
focused on their academics throughout the semester. 
 
This February we hosted our third annual mother's weekend. 
Once again we had the opportunity to volunteer with our moms 
at Harmony Closet in Nevada, IA. We had a fun afternoon 
sorting donations and organizing them on the clothing racks. In 
the afternoon everyone was free to go around Ames. Many of 
the families went bowling at Perfect Games. In the evening 
everyone met at The Iowa Stater Restaurant for dinner. 
Following dinner was the finals of the varieties competition. Our 
pairing received third place for our mini-musical "Wedding 
Jitters." It also received the people's choice award for the 
audience's favorite show.  
 
This spring was a semester of many firsts. We had our first 
Greek Week as a large fraternity (13 largest chapters) and we 
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had our first block party. We had a successful Greek Week for 
our first attempt as a large chapter. We placed in numerous 
events such as the egg joist and tug of war. We also placed in 
Lip Sync for the first time in many years. We placed third for 
our Wizard of Oz themed skit about being Greek. Our first block 
party was also a great success. The party was rock star themed 
and we had a live DJ, cotton candy, rockstar energy drinks, and 
root beer floats. We hosted several hundred potential new 
members over the course of the evening.  
 
Finally, one of our goals at the beginning of this spring was to 
improve our membership development activities. At the end of 
this semester this really came together. We hosted a diversity 
presentation with the sorority Phi Beta Chi. The presentation 
was given by Denise Williams, a faculty member at Iowa State. 
Other development activities have included presentations on 
networking, parliamentary procedure, and test taking. 
 
Overall this has been a great semester and I look forward to 
hearing about everyone's summer experiences as they head out 
for summer internships and other activities. 
 

Board President's Message 
 

Harold D. Zarr Jr.  
Corporate Board President  -  The Acacians 

834 South East Michael Drive 
Ankeny, Iowa     50021-3671 

1-515-257-4683 
e-mail: acacia_814@hotmail.com 

 
Greetings my Brother ACACIANS! 
 
Earlier this spring, the Iowa State Daily featured an article on the 
Greek System in which Acacia Fraternity was prominently 
featured.  One photo in the article showed Acacia Brothers 
Tanner Jaeger, Ryan Lohse and Addison Kistler in the 3rd floor 
library working on their coursework in their various classes.  
The main thrust of the news article was the focus on academics 
within the Greek system, and Acacia in particular.  Given our 
historic record of academic excellence, it was gratifying to see 
Acacia being recognized in this way by the Iowa State Daily 
staff. 
 
The article emphasized the work that the chapters that comprise 
the Greek system in terms of creating a “whole person” type of 
environment.  By this, we mean an equal emphasis on grades 
and participation in extra-curricular events, particularly 
philanthropic work on the part of both fraternities and sororities.   
 

Acacia has long been noted as an outstanding chapter on both of 
these factors, and the credit goes entirely to the chapter members 
themselves.  We have always been able to recruit and 
outstanding group of men, the results clearly speak for 
themselves. 
 
With the summer in full swing, rush has now become a priority 
for us.  We received over one-hundred applications for the 
Acacia Leadership Scholarship, and the list has been reduced to 
about 30 truly outstanding candidates that the rush chairman are 
in the process of contacting and interviewing.  Out of this list we 
hope to identify and pledge 15 outstanding men to become 
Brothers in the Fraternity. 
 
Our recruitment process is probably one of the most intensive 
used by any of the fraternities at Iowa State, but the results that 
have been achieved show that this process is worth all the effort 
required to make it happen.   
 
Also included with this newsletter is an invitation to our first 
ever alumni golfing event.  All of the net proceeds will go to the 
scholarship program, so this is definitely a worthwhile project 
that we hope that many of our alumni will support and 
participate in this event.  We hope that this will become an 
annual event.  It is also an excellent way in which the alumni can 
help the chapter as it works towards trying to achieve its second 
Malcolm Award in the past two Conclaves. 
 
I hope that all of our alumni have a great summer season that we 
can avoid lots of storms and unpleasant weather.  Take care, and 
we hope to see many of you on June 29th for our golfing event! 
 

Corporate Board Members 
 
The following Brothers are your representatives on the 
Corporate Board.  The Corporate Board is composed of both 
active chapter members and alumni.  Feel free to contact us 
whenever you have ideas, suggestions or concerns! 
 
Harold Zarr       President  515-257-4683 
Matt B. England        Vice-President 319-558-8085 
Jeff Peil           Treasurer  515-664-6875 
Chris MacKenzie       Secretary  515-314-8236 
Don Good       Alumni Relations  515-956-3150 
Jon Vaage       Alumni  Relations 712-330-7219 
Thomas R. McGee    Chapter President  
Addison Kistler        Chapter Treasurer  
Kevin S. Duhrkopf  Chapter Representative   
Joseph L. Webb         Rush Co-Chair  
Jeremy Davis        Chapter Advisor 515-291-7016 

 

Newsletter Information 
 
The newsletter is sent to all of the alumni, pledges and actives of the ISU Chapter of ACACIA Fraternity, and their parents.     
 
This newsletter is sent at no cost to all of its recipients, although donations directed towards the cost of this publication will be 
accepted by the Board.  Should you wish to make a contribution, please make your check payable to The ACACIANS, in any 
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amount.  The newsletter is sent out on a quarterly basis, every February, May, August, and November.  If you have any information 
you would like to share, please send it to Harold Zarr at his e-mail address  acacia_814@hotmail.com.  Take care, and best wishes 
to all of the Brothers and friends of our Fraternity! 
 

Here is a picture of everyone who was able to attend the alumni 
gathering in the “valley of the Sun” this past March.  The 
individuals in the picture are as follows:   
 
3rd row (left to right) Bert Fellows, Larry Wogahn, Larry 
McComber;  
 
2nd row (left to right) Dick Cone, Neil Woodley, John 
McDonald, Dale W. Weber, Francine (Fran) Davis, Jim Davis, 
Bruce Cambell, Walter (Wally) Kolbe;  
 
front row (left to right) Margi McDonald, Jan Fellows, Diane 
McComber, Margaret Wogahn, Jan Lemon, Sonya Campbell, 
Mary Jane Weber.  


