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Mission statement :
“Committed To  

Lives Of Excellence”

Motto:  
“Labor for the Beautiful  

and the Good”

Founded:  
1858 at Bethany College in 

Bethany, West Virginia

Flower: Purple Iris

colors: Royal Purple,  
White, and Gold

chapters: 130 in the U .S .

Headquarters:  
Fishers, IN, USA

Homepage:  
http://www .delts .org

creed: I believe in Delta Tau 
Delta, for the education of 
youth & the inspiration of ma-
turity, so that I may better learn 
and live the truth . I believe in 
Delta Tau Delta as a shrine of 
international brotherhood; her 
cornerstone friendship, her 
foundation conscience, her 
columns aspiration, her girders 
self-restraint, her doorway op-
portunity, her windows under-
standing, her buttresses loyalty, 
her strength the Everlasting 
Arms .
 I believe in Delta Tau Delta 
as an abiding influence to 
help me do my work, fulfill my 
obligations, maintain my self-
respect, and bring about that 
happy life wherein I may more 
truly love my fellow men, serve 
my country, and obey my God .

Warm and windy conditions were present on 
April 26, making for a dusty race, as Delta Tau 
Delta finished in third place in the 64th Annual 
Men’s Little 500, after being involved in a 
heartbreaking last lap accident.

Seniors Paul Smith and Luke Momper led the 
team’s efforts by riding aggressive sets. Freshman 
rookie Luke Tormoehlen and sophomore 
rookie Anthony Vicino rode strong and smart, 
maintaining good position and producing strong 
burnouts and clean exchanges throughout the 
day.

The team avoided a string of early accidents 
and was one of 10 teams on the lead lap as the 
end of the race approached. On lap 197, Paul 
Smith took the 
final exchange 
from Luke 
Momper. Paul 
joined a lead 
pack of seven 
riders and slotted 
into fourth 
position. As the 
group rolled 
into lap 198, 
Paul strategically 
moved into third 
place behind 
Black Key Bulls and Beta Theta Pi. The group 
picked up speed down the backstretch and, as 
they entered turn three, the Beta rider moved 
up on the outside of the Black Key rider. The 
two made contact and the Beta rider went down 
taking six of the seven riders in the lead pack, 
including Paul Smith, with him. Only the Black 
Key rider made it out and rode solo to victory.

Following the crash, Paul leaped from the 
mayhem and was the fourth rider to get back on 
to his bike. Now in fifth place, he made up more 
than 50 meters in just one lap, passing two teams 
to finish within 0.02 seconds of second place - 
an impressive comeback following the accident.

Official results are available on the IUSF 
website: http://iusf.indiana.edu/little500/fans/
results.aspx. You can also see the last lap accident 
on YouTube (starting at 0:45, see Paul in the 
blue jersey with Red/Black IU Shorts): http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vfFoA_OKaQ.

This marks the team’s eighth Top 5 finish of 
all time and the sixth Top 5 finish in the last 6 
years. Since 2009, Delta Tau Delta has finished 
in 1st through 4th place, an average placing of 
2.6, the best record on campus in this timeframe.

A successful Alumni Reunion brought nearly 
30 alums together — spanning 50 years of 
Delt brotherhood — who made the trek to 
Bloomington to watch this year’s race. On 

Friday, they 
toured the shelter 
and met with 
the team. On 
Saturday, they 
had refreshments 
before heading 
to the house for 
the Rider Send-
off and then to 
the track for the 
race. There was 
representation 
from classes 

from 1964 to 2013 and many years in between. 
Everyone was jovial and energized by the 
festivities both on and off the track. The 
camaraderie they developed with the stories 
they shared showed the rich history of Beta 
Alpha and Delt Cycling.

Thanks to our riders for a fantastic 
performance. You once again made us proud 
to be Delts! Thanks to our alumni for your 
continued support and encouragement. Whether 
you cheered from Armstrong Stadium, a local 
bar, your couch, or your smartphone, your 
presence was felt in Bloomington!

Matt neibler BA ’09 Reports On 64th Annual Little 500
A Last Minute Crash Makes For A Nailbiting Finish

On lap 199 Beta Theta Pi’s Chris Craig slid out after contact 
with Jacob Miller. The crash took out six of the seven leaders. 
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ALUMnI pROFILe

Where did you live growing up and what 
made you choose IU?
 I grew up in New Castle, Indiana. Claims-
to-fame included: the largest high school 
field house in the world with 9,325 seats; IU 
basketball greats Vern Huffman, Ray Pavy, 
Butch Joyner, Kent Benson and Steve Alford; 
David Lee Roth’s father; and Robert Indiana, 
who designed the “LOVE” sculpture. 
 My mother was a newspaper reporter, my 
father was a voracious newspaper reader, and 
my best friend’s family owned the local paper. 
I grew up wanting to be nothing other than 
a newspaper writer  – except fronting a jazz 
band. 
 My mom studied journalism at IU for two 
years, but joined my dad in Lafayette when 
he got out of the Navy following WWII and 
returned to finish his degree at Purdue.

When you made it to IU, what made you 
pledge Delt?
 It’s kind of funny, actually. A few 
fraternities invited me down for weekends 
my senior year in high school; others when I 
was a freshman, but none of them felt like a 
fit. I’d almost decided not to pledge. Then I 
got an invite from the Delts for dinner. A guy 
named Alvie “Chip” Crimmel was my host. 
After a few dinners and social functions (a.k.a. 
party), they asked me to pledge. They either 
had to fill a quota of birthright Quakers, or 
they really liked me! Honestly, it was the first 
fraternity where I felt everyone was just being 
himself and no one was trying to put on a 
facade. In the interest of full disclosure, my 
father was a Delt at Purdue. So, technically I 
was a legacy. However, Dad was a peace-loving 
Quaker and never would have threatened 
anyone to make the chapter take me (I can 
hear all my brothers say, “Yeah, right.”). 

What’s the funniest/craziest thing you did 
as an undergrad?
 One thing that was actually documented in 
IU’s yearbook, The Arbutus, was a Toga Party. 
The movie “Animal House” had just come 
out, so we threw a party like they had on the 
big screen! Then, after my last college final, I 
moved everything out of my room, including 
lamps and a television, and into a tree house 

the chapter had built behind 
the house. A senior party 
ensued that saw the sunrise the 
following day. 

What is your best memory? 
Or Top 2?
 One thing that really sticks 
in my mind was moving 
in the house the fall after I 
pledged. I recall meeting three 
pledge brothers with whom I stay in contact 
to this day. The other is IU sing in 1979. 
The nuclear disaster, Three Mile Island, had 
occurred earlier in the year. While all the 
other fraternities and sororities were doing 
more politically correct themes, we painted a 
pseudo Three Mile Island nuclear reactor as 
our set, and came out singing, “Let’s Glow!” 
(complete with glowing outfits) to the music 
of The Cars’ “Let’s Go!” I guess that’s a reason 
I loved being a Delt at IU – always being a 
little off center. 

What roles did you play in the chapter? 
 Dishwasher and alumni newsletter editor. 
No laptops back then! I used a typewriter 
and correction fluid! I think I also was 
Corresponding Secretary, but at my age 
I can’t imagine with whom I might have 
corresponded. 

Who were your closest friends? Who do you 
still keep in touch with? 
 Ted McGrew, Fritz Kauffman, Lee Feldman 
(my roommate) and Dave Howard… I also 
hear from my fraternity father, Gary Gaddis. 
Most of us are amazed we made it this far in 
life!

Tell us about your life since graduation- 
career path? Family? 
 After leaving IU, I worked for a Gannett 
newspaper and natural resources magazine. 
I have held communications/marketing 
positions with The Children’s Museum of 
Indianapolis and Kiwanis International. I 
moved into fundraising, working for the IU 
Foundation and the Kiwanis International 
Foundation. Missing higher education, I 
joined the staff of Franklin College to manage 

a campaign to renovate and 
expand the college’s science 
center.
 My wife, Jenny (Purdue 
Delta Gamma) and I met 
running one morning. We 
just celebrated our 22nd 
anniversary. Our oldest 
daughter, Emma, is finishing 
her sophomore year at DePaul, 
where she is a Delta Gamma. 

Abby just graduated from high school and will 
attend Franklin College.
 One of my favorite things to do is run. I 
ran my first road race as a sophomore at IU. I 
have completed 30 marathons and eight ultra-
marathons. I ended all that when I settled 
down. Now, I am very involved in helping 
coordinate runs and triathlons, including 
managing the elite/invited runners for the 
Indianapolis 500 Festival Mini Marathon.

Next big chapter or project in your life?
 For the next few years, I plan to focus on 
writing- compiling and editing many of the 
pieces I have written for newspapers and other 
publications – even if I am the only one to 
read them!

 

catching up with Brother Matthew Morris ’80
Runner, Writer, Fundraiser and Jazz Front-Man Rolled Into One

ALUMnI UpdATes
We want to hear  

from you! 
If you don’t have your email address 
on file with us, you are missing out on 
vital monthly communications. Update 
your email address today! 

Simply visit  
www.iudtd.2stayconnected.com  

or send an email to :
feedback@affinityconnection.com 
(reference Indiana Delta Tau Delta). 

Please also include any highlights in 
your life that you want your brothers 
to know about — we’ll share them in 
print!
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pResIdenT’s RepORT

kARneA 2014

The chapter had a great spring 
semester! A motivated Executive 
Board took over and is already 
working to create a well-oiled 
infrastructure, including two 
Administrative Boards run by our 
Vice Presidents.
 Spring rush was successful. Our 
sights were set on the quality of 
individuals, rather than quantity, 
and we welcomed 16 new members 
who were recently initiated. Our 
total house population was around 
170 brothers before the seniors 
graduated. 
 We held a formal in Chicago in 
April. Many brothers attended a 
Cubs game during the day on Saturday, and 
we all enjoyed a yacht dinner cruise on Lake 
Michigan, overlooking the Chicago skyline. 
It was a great night for all!
 Relations with IU and our national 
headquarters are strong; the house is not 

on any disciplinary probation. Though the 
outcome of Little 500 was unfortunate, we 
are proud of our riders, excited to remain 
one of the top competitors, and thankful to 
all the former riders and alumni who joined 
us for the event.
 Philanthropically, we were involved in 

two events. “Dropping the Puck 
on Cancer,” was a weekend of 
hockey. Delta Tau Delta played 
Kappa Sigma and Beta Theta Pi 
played Sigma Chi. Delts played 
first in spectacular fashion; down 
6-3 with only 5 minutes left, our 
team came back to tie the game… 
a shootout ensued and we emerged 
victorious by a score of 7-6! In total, 
the event raised nearly $30,000 for 
brain cancer research! Our second 
philanthropy was our very own 
Powder-Puff Football event. In total, 
400 women participated in flag 
football lead by their Delt coaches. 
Surprisingly, a freshman team took 

the title of Powder-Puff Champion!
 With high hopes for the addition of a new 
wing in the coming year, the undergraduate 
brothers voted to give $150,000 over 
five years to the new wing. Thank you to 
everyone who has contributed.

Windy city and Windy 500 | Just a couple of the Many Highlights of spring 2014
President Sam Snemis Reports

“Renew” is the theme for the 2014 Karnea, 
with events and programming centered on the 
Fraternity’s 2013-2018 Strategic Plan. Focusing on 
a revived dedication to undergraduate and alumni 
engagement, programming will be devoted to our 
service partnership with JDRF, member education, 
academics, recruitment, community involvement, 
and programs to further assist chapter volunteers 
in their service with local chapters.
 Karnea, which means “festival of Apollo,” is Delta Tau Delta’s 

biennial convention. Known as the greatest of all 
Delt Events, each member should attend this event 
at least once at some point during his life.
 The host city New Orleans enchants the hearts 
of all who wish to explore it. The event will 
take place from July 23-27 at the Sheraton New 
Orleans. To register, visit the Karnea page on the 
Delts website:  

http://www.delts.org/karnea-registration/. 
 We’ll hope to see many of you there this summer!

Delta Tau Delta and JDRF have teamed up for 
the Fraternity’s first ever national philanthropic 
partnership. Members of our organization 
have taken to the cause with an unbridled 
enthusiasm and unfailing compassion for the 
cause. Since the partnership was announced, 
Delta Tau Delta has raised $100,000 for JDRF 
research. The excitement and enthusiasm we’ve 
seen from our undergraduates for the JDRF 
cause is a true testament to the values of the 
Fraternity.

In the past year, undergraduate Delts from 
coast to coast exceeded all expectations in 
their fundraising abilities by planning and 
hosting unique and fun philanthropy events 
that are sure to become staples on 
campuses for many years to come. 
From a volleyball tournament to 
a home-run derby, from a singing competition 
to a rock concert, there was no limit to the 
thought and creativity put into each event to 
raise funds for type 1 diabetes (T1D) research.

JDRF is the largest charitable supporter of 
type 1 diabetes (T1D), having donated more 
than $1.7 billion to diabetes research since its 
inception in 1970.The goal of JDRF research 

is to improve the quality of life 
for all those affected by T1D 
while accelerating the pace and 

progress of finding a cure. With the recent 
donation of time and funds from the men of 
Delta Tau Delta, JDRF is now one step closer 
to a world without T1D.

pHILAnTHROpy
delta Tau delta and JdRF: A partnership for Life
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On Sunday, March 2, Matthew McConaughey accepted the Best Actor Award at the 2014 Academy Awards for 
his role in the film The Dallas Buyers’ Club. He has been an actor and made his mark in that field for his many 
roles throughout the years. But, before he had his first film role, he attended the University of Texas, where he 
pledged Delta Tau Delta! He began in fall of 1989 and graduated in the spring of 1993 with a Bachelor’s degree 
in Radio-Television-Film.

So, does that make you wonder, “What other famous men are Delts?” The answer is: plenty! Just take a look at 
the list below:

Actor, host, and comedian Drew Carey
Actor Will Ferrell
Actor and author Jeremy Iversen
Actor Roy Jenson
Actor Aron Kincaid
Actor Thad Luckinbill
Actor James Marsden
Actor Jim Nabors
Actor David Schwimmer
Actor Johnny Sheffield
Actor Robert Armstrong
Actor David Sullivan
Screenwriter Dalton Trumbo
Oak Ridge Boys vocalist Duane Allen
R.E.M. lead guitarist Peter Buck
Singer John Denver
Bread lead vocalist David Gates
Restless Heart guitarist Greg Jennings
Country singer Keith Anderson
Quarterback John Elway

sAve THe dATe
delt Alumi Golf Outing

Back by popular demand! 

Plan to join us at the Annual Delt Alumni Golf Outing. 
DATE: Saturday, August 2, 2014
TIME: Tee times start at 9:30 a.m.
PLACE: Woodwind Golf Course
  2302 West 161st Street • Westfield, IN 46074
WEB: http://www.woodwindgolf.com/
PH #: 317.669.8550
COST: $49 per player, includes range balls (a $20 

discount)
INFO: Scramble format; food & beverage discounts 

available. Single players welcome!
RSVP: Matt Curran (BA 1997) at 513.310.7956 or email 

mcurran44@hotmail.com
  Steve Boesing (BA 1997) at 513.368.3668 or 

email sboesing2011@gmail.com


